
 

 
 

March 4, 2022 

 

Office of Senator Leahy 

199 Main Street, 4th Floor 

Burlington, VT 05401 

 

To the Office of Senator Leahy: 

 

The Town of Middlebury intends to submit a Congressionally Directed Spending Request 

for fiscal year 2023 to support a renovation and expansion of the Ilsley Public Library, a 

project with an anticipated cost of $10 million. As a project designed to develop the 

capacity of a public facility in a rural area, this proposal would be eligible for funds 

available in the Agriculture, Food and Drug Administration and Rural Development bill, 

specifically the Rural Development, Community Facilities account.  

 

The Ilsley Public Library is a center for community, education, and culture, and serves as 

an anchor for Middlebury's downtown. The library provides access to free high-speed 

internet and connects people with essential resources, serving as a lifeline for 

underserved populations in Middlebury and surrounding towns in Addison County. 

Sadly, the library's facilities are in a state of serious disrepair.  The original building was 

constructed in 1924, and despite additions in 1977 and 1988, the building faces 

significant challenges when it comes to safety, accessibility, energy efficiency, and 

functionality. The library’s activities have long outgrown the spaces that were originally 

designed to contain them, and our mechanical systems are in desperate need of repair. 

We have reached a point where our facilities actually limit our ability to further our 

mission. 

 

For all of these reasons and more, the Town of Middlebury and the library Board of 

Trustees have been working together for some time to pursue a new library building. 

Given the scope of work, the limited property footprint, and the nature of renovating a 

historic structure, this is going to be a major project. An initial feasibility study produced 

a ballpark figure of $10 million dollars. The project team intends to pursue any and all 

types of funding available to bring this project to fruition, including grants, private 

fundraising, and, ultimately, a bond vote. But this project is simply too large to be 

accomplished through traditional funding sources alone; for this reason we are seeking 

support in the form of congressionally directed spending. 
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This project is about more than just updating aging facilities; it is about ensuring 

equitable access to resources, education and recreation, and opportunities for social 

connection. Libraries transform lives, and this is an opportunity to create a 21st century 

library that will support our rural community for decades to come. I would welcome the 

opportunity to speak with a staff member from Senator Leahy's office to learn more 

about the application process, and to answer any questions about our request. Thank you 

for taking the time to read this letter and for considering this important project. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Dana Hart 

Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


